* 8 

28623434223 242264025523456565 2 

PEEFL ELF DP PP CPPUBPIUPES 

His «Majeſty the King of SWeder?s 
[_etter to the States Gereral of the 
United Provinces: 


rpE CHARLES by the Grace of God 
DO Dll & King of Smweder, ©. To the High and 
WA YEE Mighty Lords, the States G:reral of the U- 
ly D nized Province, | 
AS) High and Mighty, how great have beenthe 
M AA Friendſhips , and* how conſiderable the Alli- 
MSE\2d ances ,. which have always paft between Our 
WON AT Kings: mand the Unired Previnces , no perſon 
can be ignorant of , . that: ſhall have refleted ypou the memora- 
ble Monuments of their preſervation ; For the Faith , by which 
they are maintained ,. is moſt plain and unſuſpeQted to all mcn, 
and the fignal conſtancy. is equally known, by which they have con- 
tinued ſo long unmoved, Thetranſmiffion of this Faith, together 
with the Inheritance of Our Kingdom , We have taken fo to heert, 
that we are reſolved, as well to diſcharge ou: ſelves in point cf 
affeQion to our Friends and Allies, as to ſcoBow the footſteps of our 
Predeceſſors in other Actions of Honour and Glory, Wherefore 
we have always taken eſpecial care, not only to ſtand firm to ttat 
arcient Tye, but alſo to make it yet ſtricter, by the addition of 
New Obligations z which being cvident to all that ſhall cor.fider, 
how rcadily we our ſelves have cither given the occaſion of Nrergtt: 
ning our Leagues by a ſtill ciocr Union, or accepted of it , when it 
preſented it ſelf ; we make no queſtion, but when you your ſelves 
ſhall reflect vpor the many Advantages in theſe conjuntciure of af- 


fairs, wiich we have neglected, together with the tedious carr 
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and difficulties, which we have willingly undergone, in order to the 
welfare of you, our good Friends and Allies ; You will find no place 
to doubt of our fidelity towards you : while we had theſe things un. 
der conſideration, and were contriving, how we might joyn Coun- 
ſels with you, both for the reſtoring of a General Peace, and for the 
ſecuring of it, when reftored, and even promiſing to our ſelves with 
great joy, the hopes of ſecing that Peace ſpedily effected, and your 
Aﬀairs by the bleſſing of Almighty God happily compoſed : We 
were ſurprized to underſtand,that inſtead of thefriendly inclinations, 
which we expected from you, you were even at that timewpon con- - 

ſultations of War , and come already to a reſolution of Levying 
of Forces, and impioying them = Us ; and that only ſor this 
rcaſon , that, fince the EleCtor of Brandenbzrgh, contrary to the 
hopes he hal givenvus, by a Treaty lately concluded with us, (whoſe 
o:.ly Scope is the quiet of the Empire) and not regarding of that 
Infirument of Peace, in the Guarranty whereof we are likewiſe con- 
cerned ; and ſo not acjuſting his proportion of Forces , by Rates, 
with the other Members of the Empire, in orderto a Common de- 
fence, but by ſending a.diftinCt and formed Army, hath taken ſuch 
violent Counſels, as arc neither agreeable ro the procuring of the 
pretended Peace, nor indeed fafe tous, in regard that they increaſe 
thoſe evils the Empire hath ſo long laboured under, and endanger 
thoſe Intereſts , which we havea juſt right unto, by Vertue of the 
Treaty of Weſtphalia , we upon the confideration aforeſaid, have 
been necefſiated not to omit or negleCt any of thoſe things, which we 
are obliged to by the Guarranty of the ſaid Treaty of Ye#phalia, or 
by the conſideration of our proper ſecurity. And this is a matter cf 
ſuch a quality, as, whether we conſider our good affections towards 
ou, or our own indefagitable endeavours , fer the procuring of a 
Publ:ck Peace, we cannot yet but be excecdingly moved at ; little 
expeCting, that we,who have ſo firmly adhered to the ancient ſriend- 
ſhip between Our Kingdom, and Your State, and ever preſerved it 
inviolably , and in preference to all other conſiderations whatſoc- 
ver : We, who have been ever ready to oblige your Common- 
wealth with all offices of kindneſs ; and ever proſeſſed to do what- 

loever might conduce to the ftrengthning of our mutual Alliance , 

ſhould come at laſt to be treated by you , not as Confederates , but 

as Euemies : In which mztter, whether you have requited us well 
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or ill, We Appeal to your own Juſtice, Nor can the pains, which 
we have impartially taken, for the reſtoring of Peace-to the World, 
and to You, ſeem to. merit at your hands, that any ſuch Counſels 
ſhould find place with you, as may endanger cither our SECurity, or 
the diminution of our Honour and Safety, That paſlage of yours is 
i ncecd praiſe-worthy , where you profe(s your care of your Allian- 
ces and Confederates ; But while you perlwade others by your own 
Example, - that mutual Faith is nct to be broken ; you muſt «lio 
needs determine it to be unjuſt, that others ſhould therefore A-m a- 

ainſt us, becauſe ve neither can , nor wili be wantiyg to our Con- 

ederate, or to the Treaty,to which we are Sworn, Nor is indeed 
our Treaty with the moſt Serciic and moſ* Potent King of Fraxce, 
ſo qualified , as that it may be called a New one , or ſuch as-owes 
its right and force to the preſent Cominotions only, but ſtands upon 
ſuch foundations , as are much antecedent in tire and date to the 
War, in which you are now involved, and r:q:;ircs the ſame care 
from us, upon occaſion even of the preſent ſtate of Affairs, which 
had been as much our concern , although the War had not happened 
between the Moſt Chriſtian Kirg, and 14 3 which hath thus un- 
happily brought ſo many Princes and Srztes of Ezrepe into mutual 
efluſion of bloud, And truly if the Obligations of Oaths in Treatics, 
may paſs for any ſecurity to the Allies, it is to be hoped, you will 
eſteem your ſelves engaged, ſo to underſtand the cauſe of your other 
Confederates, that at the ſame time you take care, it be not to our 
prejudice, ſince we, who have merited nothing of this nature from 
you, are likewiſe in AViance with you, and have Treaties between 
us ancient, and frequently renewed : Neither are we ſo tranſpor- 
ted with a blind defirc of War, as to deſign the deſtruQion of your 
Confederate , but only intent upon a timely obviating and [re- 
venting the dangers we are expoied to, by his Preparations, io 
far as is neceflary for our own Safety. But if you purſue other 
Counſels, it will be in effect, not ſo much to ſtand to your Trea- 
S + or* undertake the defcnce of your Confederate, as to counte- 
nance his dangerous proceedings againſt us, which ſo inuch as 
to ſuſpect in you, will not conſiſt with the unfeigned and ſincere 
affeCtion, we have ever paid you. And as the mattcr in queſtion 
between Us, and the EleCtor of Braraesburgh, is wholly remote 
from what concerns your State, r: garding oniy the avict of Ger- 


many, 
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147 , and looking wholy that way, to wit, that the Treaty of reft- 
phalia be not totaly trampled upon, and its Articles vilified-and dif. 
piſed ; So that we mult appear, to have rather deſired the Peace of 
the Empire, than defended it; So ncither can our Arming give You 
any juſt cauſe of off-nce, ſince the pure neccflity of looking to Our 
ſelves hath obliged Us to this Preparation, For, there is no War inten- 
ed upon You, which cven then for Your Safty ſake We declined, 
when the bad conlition of Your Affairs, and the juſt confidence of 
Our Succeſs might rave invited Us thereunto : Ner beſides that can 
there be any damage or danger apprehended by You, form Our Pre- 
parctivns, waich might civert the Aſſiſtance of Your Confederates, 
and that may haſten Your deſtruCtion, or obftruCt the Recovery of 
*what You have Loſt; For it hath pleaſed the Divine Bounty, ſo to 
diſpoſc of You, that ſtanding now upon Your own legs again, the ac- 
ccfſion of other helps will not be need{ull, forthe recovery or preſer- 
vation of Your Commonwealth; much leſs thoſe helps , which muſt 
bring danger to the Treaty of #eſtphatia, ( which will be likewiſe 
Your own intreſt to p eſerve inviolab'e) in the ſubvertion of ſo ma- 
ny States of the Empire, whoſe Houſes lye buried in the ruines of 
the War, and in the ſighs and tears of fo nuany miſerable and periſh. 
ing perſons In contemplation wherefore of all theſe things We can- 
not doubt, but your ſelves will determine,that to imploy your Armes 
againſt Us, cannot be j :ſt, becauſe not necceary ; and therefore the 
more unexcuſable, lince all hopes of Peac? being taken away 
( whic" began now to appcar again ) without any preſent enforcing 
anger, a door is opzned for a new War, whercof no man livirg 
can forcte!] the end. But above all other miſchief, that will pro- 
bably caſue upon this War, how dreadfu'l will the conſideration 
be, of thoſe terrible Aſſaults of the 2rter-an Fury, upon that an- 
cient Bulwark of Chriſtendom, the Kingdom of Po/«nd, and the for- 
ſa'cen Stute of the Chriſtian Intreſt, while tie Chriſtian Princes and 
Commonwealths zre engaged in mutal rage and deſtruction, then. 
which :othing can be mores welcome 1o Turaiſh Tyranny, or mcre 
conducirg to the Impoſition of that Yoak upon the Ciriftian Name? 
But i: is now in Your power, to provide for the diviſions of Chriſten. 
dom,& the concerns of Your Confederate by a remec'y more genttc 
£n4i ſcfe, then can be found in the continuation of the preſent Ware , 


or 
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of the aidition of a ſreſh 6gc,which is flo other,then your Reſolution 
to-perſwade him by a Friendly Admonition,not to purſue his preſent 
deligne , but to incline to better Counſels , and by a ſpeedy Peaceto 
cut off and remove all impediments, and ariſing difficulti:s, And that 
you may be the better affured of our peacefull intentions , we moſt 
ſolemnly ptoteſt unto yon,that as it is a matter of great gricf unto us, 
that the Elector of Br anarzburgh ſhould have too haftily imbraced ſuch 
Counſel, as are ncither confiſtent with the Treaty made witi us, nor 
the ſi:cere affection we have allwaycs borneunto him, & to the Peace 
and the care of the piomotion thereof , which he pretended to under- 
take in a common concerne with us, ſo likewiſe,as ſoon as the EleQtor 
either of his own accord , or by perſwaſion, and the intetpolition 
of your good Ofhees , ſhall be moved to retire with his Army , 
2nd fhail proceed to fuch Counſels, as ſhall nor obtrut , bur facili- 
ate the publi« quiate ; and that we ſhall perceive a ſufficient p:ovi- 
fien :o be made fo; the Peace bs , and for our own Safety, 
which depends upon its true and faithfull obſervance and warranty , 
that we will then mect him withall the rcadyneſs imaginable, in re. 
tyrning to our former mutual confidence, and will imfnediately with- 
draw eur Forecs out of all fuck the EleCtor's Territories, as they have 
had Orders to march into : we will take care ſoto a, as that 1t'may 
be viſible tothe whole World , that in the imploying of our Armies 
we are not govern'd by any defires of bringing on one Ware by an- 
other, or of aſiſting fuc1 endeavours , to oppoſe the Peace , and de- 
ſigne the op of others, much leſsto intend by, the ſeizure and 
poſſeſſion of any p'ace belonging to the EleCtor, the Empire , or any 
other whatſocver ; but do purely look to the promotion of Peace , 
and the defence of our ozn juſt Rights and Alliances, We hope alſo , 
that this aſſurance ard Faith which we give you, for the truth and fi- 
delity of our Zealto the Peace , may be ſufficient for your reliance 
and ſatisfaction, and may rroduce ſuch cfefts, as ſhall let You 
ſce Your ſelyes that there is no jſt cauſe for the d:awing Your 
Forces upon Us, but that You will apply Your ſelves to ſuch 
conſiderations and weaſi:res, as miy evidcnce thoſe generous and 
frequent Proteftmions of Your good inc.inatioas to Peace, and con- 
firm Our hopes. of findi.g Your proccedings eaqual and proportion- 
able to the goo affeRions, We have for your felyes , and all You 
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&. © $ --::Butifit ſhould happen otherwiſe, which God forbid, We ſhall bear 
+ *Guriſelves upon the Juſtice that is on Our fide: , being. moſt confi: 
dent; that Our Cauſe and good intentions will have together with the 1: 
Divine Aſſiſtance all the Succeſs that can be defired,and the favour and ; 
encouragement of all the Lovers of Peace and Juftice. In the mean / 
time, We have not, receded in the leaft from the Reſolution We' 
- have always owned, of living amicably with You, nor ſhall We be 
found, to have remitted any thing of the deſire We have always : 
entertained of preſefving te Publick and Common Tranquility, and : 
of contending with You only by ſuch argaments of Friendſhi;, 1. 
good will that it may be a queſtion, whether We are more rea + :- ; 
Yourmore inclined to ſuch endeavours and - methods, as may p:...c 
effeCtual for the lengthning and preſerving of Our mutual Frindſhip, 
and the continuation of it to poſterity. All which Our Extraordinary | 
Ambaſſador and Chancellor of Our Court, the Noble and Right- | 
truſty Edward Ebrenſfteen, HereditargyLord of For:bygard, &&c. hay- 
ing Orders to expreſs more at large , We refur our ſelves to 
him , and ſo concluding theſe preſents, We moſt heartily;recom- - 
mend You to Almighty God, the Author of. Peace, wiſhing You”. 
all happineſs and,proſperity. Dated, &s. the 5t5- of December, * 


1674. 


Tour << Friend and Confederate, 
CHARLES 
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